
 

Together in Christ, Making Him Known 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Family of the Week 
Stephen & Kim Tomberlin 

 

 

Missions Focus 
Tim & Nancy Navratil – Costa Rica 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 
 

Senior Pastor Ken Abramson 
218-209-0821 

Email: ken@grefc.org 
 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship Steve Wick  
630-699-1779 

Email: steve@grefc.org 
 

Director of Children’s Ministries Sarah Schrapp 
701-429-1074 

Email: sarah@grefc.org 
 

Each week one of our Elders serves as a contact person for our Sunday 
morning services: 

October 15, 2017 

Ron Killian – 218-158-1698 

 

October 22, 2017 

Scott Bainville – 218-256-0842 

 

Church Phone – 218-327-9343 

Church E-mail – office@grefc.org 

 

www.grefc.org 
 

 
 

 

October 15, 2017 

Sunday Services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

mailto:office@grefc.org


 

 

  

THIS WEEK 
 

Prayer Gathering: Today, 10:30 am, Church Office. 

Infuse: Today, 5 – 7:15 pm. Open to students in grades 9-12. Students 
enjoy a meal, games, teaching, discussion and worship. 

Parenting Class: Monday, Oct. 16, 6:30 – 8 pm, Classroom #4.  

Quarterly Business Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 17, 7 – 8 pm. Membership 
candidates: Gary Bordner, Donna Border, Dan Carlson & Rita Carlson. 

No Wednesday Evening Programming this week!  Family Meal, Kidz 
ROC, Immerse, Prayer Group, and Parenting Class will resume next 
Wednesday, Oct. 25. 

Women’s Bible Study: Thursday, Oct. 19, 10 – 11:30 am, Donna 
Bordner’s Home, 32933 Linden Lane, Grand Rapids; 651-587-2436. 

Taste of Community Groups: Sunday, Oct. 22, 5 – 7 pm, Scott & 
Michelle Schwake’s Home, 21 Millie Drive, Grand Rapids; 218-301-0277. 
Enjoy a meal and learn what Community Groups are all about. 

Visit grefc.org/events to learn more about any event! 

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
Immediate Need: Teacher for Pathfinders 1.0 grades K-1. Sunday 
mornings, 9:00 am on rotating basis. 

Open Door Coat Rack: Donations of gently used winter coats, mittens, 
hats, scarves and boots needed. Bring donations to GREFC by Oct. 22.  

Christmas Program: Open to children in preschool – Grade 5. Visit the 
Welcome Center for rehearsal dates & to sign-up (deadline Oct. 25). 

Save the Date: GREFC’s All-Church Celebration of Generosity service 
Sunday, Oct. 29 at 10 am at the Reif Center.  

Short-Term Mission Trip 2018: Planning is underway to journey to San 
Cristobal, Dominican Republic March 20-25, 2018. Sign up if interested. 

Visit grefc.org/events for more info on any event. 
3 Ways to Sign-Up for Events/Classes:  Welcome Center (Church Foyer), 

at grefc.org/register/ or contact the church office.  

 

WELCOME 
 

We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free Church 
(GREFC)! We hope you enjoy your time here. Visit the Welcome 
Center in the foyer to learn more about who we are or online at 
grefc.org. 
 

Our church is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If you 
have a need, please ask an usher for a receiver.  
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 
 

9:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Nursery (birth to 36 months)  Nursery (birth to 36 months)  
Nursery is open the entire service.  

Pathfinders 1.0   Pathfinders 2.0 
(Ages 3 to Grade 1)   (Age 3 to Grade 5) 
Pathfinders are dismissed from the service after the first set of worship songs 
   Brick Bible Instruction Class 
   (Grades 6 & 7) 

Brick starts promptly at 10:30 am. 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Worship Music 
Announcements 
Worship Music 

Message: Pastor Ken Abramson 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

 
 
PRAYER:  For specific prayer requests, please use the blue Connect Card. 
 
GIVING:  An offering box is located on the shelf in the foyer if you wish to 
give. Or give online at grefc.org 
 
REGISTER:  Welcome Center, grefc.org/register/ or call/email church office. 



 

  The Generosity of God 
 “The Box” 
October 15, 2017 

 

Luke 16:1 -  He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his 
possessions. 2 And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about 
you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be 
manager.’ 3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master 
is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I 
am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed 
from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5 So, summoning 
his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 
and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much 
do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the dishonest manager 
for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may 
receive you into the eternal dwellings. 
10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will 
give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  

 
 
Why talk about money?  Many people have an unhealthy relationship 
with it. 
 
 
The Realities of this Story: 

1. There is no certainty of a certain future. 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Biblical wisdom tells us to use money to build an eternal spiritual 

legacy of relationships. 
 
 
 
 
A Hard Question:  Have we connected our wealth to a spiritual and 
relational legacy? 
 
 
 

3. One who seldom gives, or gives sporadically, is equally spasmodic 
in spiritual matters. 

 
 
 
 
The Big Question:  Why is the life box that contains our money, assets 
and possessions so important? 
 
 
The Answer: We have concluded that we are ultimately responsible for 
our own security and self-worth. 
 
 
 

Hebrews 11:8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to 
leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. 
He went without knowing where he was going…..26 He thought it was better to 
suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was 
looking ahead to his great reward. 

 
 
 

 
 
 


