
 

Together in Christ, Making Him Known 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

September 17, 2017 
THIS WEEK’S PRAYER FOCUS 

 

Family of the Week 
Ryan & Lori Sutherland 

 

 

Missions Focus 
Mike Gibbons – France 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 
 

Senior Pastor Ken Abramson 
218-209-0821 

Email: ken@grefc.org 
 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship Steve Wick  
630-699-1779 

Email: steve@grefc.org 
 

Director of Children’s Ministries Sarah Schrapp 
701-429-1074 

Email: sarah@grefc.org 
 

Each week one of our Elders serves as a contact person for our Sunday 
morning services: 

September 17, 2017 

Scott Bainville – 218-256-0842 

September 24, 2017 

Tom Geisler – 218-326-0609 

 

Church Phone – 218-327-9343 

Church E-mail – office@grefc.org 

 

www.grefc.org 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

mailto:office@grefc.org


 

WELCOME 
 

We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free Church 
(GREFC)! We hope you enjoy your time here. Visit the Welcome Center in 
the foyer to learn more about who we are or online at grefc.org. 

 

Our church is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If you have 
a need, please ask an usher for a receiver.  

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 
 

9:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Nursery (birth to 36 months)  Nursery (birth to 36 months)  
Nursery is open the entire service.  

Pathfinders 1.0   Pathfinders 2.0 
(Ages 3 to Grade 1)   (Age 3 to Grade 5) 
Pathfinders are dismissed from the service after the first set of worship songs 
   Brick Bible Instruction Class 
   (Grades 6 & 7) 

Brick starts promptly at 10:30 am. 

 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Worship Music 
Announcements 
Worship Music 

Message: Pastor Ken Abramson 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 
 

PRAYER 
For specific prayer requests, please use the blue Connect Card. 

 

GIVING 
An offering box is located on the shelf in the foyer if you wish to give. 

Or give online at grefc.org 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

Prayer Gathering: Today, 10:30 am, Church Office. 

Infuse: Today, 5 – 7:15 pm. Open to students in grades 9-12. Students 
enjoy a meal, games, teaching, discussion and worship. 

Taste of Community Groups: Today, 5 – 7 pm. Hosted by Michelle & Scott 
Schwake, 21 Millie Drive in Grand Rapids.  

Parenting Class (Group #1): Monday, Sept 18, 6:30-7:15 pm, Classroom 4.  

Wednesday evening activities, Sept. 20: 

 Family Meal, 5 – 6 pm. Menu: chili/hotdogs/fruit salad/chips. 
Donation: $2 for ages 8+, $1 for ages 7 and under. Please sign up! 

 Prayer Gathering: 6 pm, Pastor Ken’s Office. 

 Kidz ROC: 6 – 7:15 pm. Open to kids ages 3 through grade 5.  

 Parenting Class (Group #2): 6 – 7:15 pm, Classroom 4.  

 Immerse: 6 – 7:45 pm. Open to all Jr. High students in grades 6-8.  

Men’s Open DNA Group: Friday, Sept. 22, 6 – 7:30 am at County Kitchen 
in GR. Open to all men. 

The Gathering: Friday, Sept 22, 6 – 11 pm. Open to College/Young Adults. 
Hosted by Steve & Faith Wick, 24566 Hillcrest Dr., Cohasset. 

MAKING SPACE FOR CHANGE HOME VISITS 

If you would like to receive a home visit from someone explaining the 
Making Space for Change Campaign, please contact Matt Grose at  
218-360-1103 or mdgrose@gmail.com. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Applicants sought for a part-time custodian, approximately 10 hours each 
week. For more information, contact office@grefc.org or 218-327-9343. 

  
Visit grefc.org/events for more info on any event. 
3 Ways to Sign-Up for Events/Classes:  Welcome Center (Church Foyer), 

at grefc.org/register/ or contact the church office.  



 
The Generosity of God 

“Indiscriminate Generosity” 
September 24

th
, 2017 

 

Luke 15 
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to 
me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there 
he squandered his property in reckless living.14 And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the 
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will 
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back 
safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”  ESV 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Key Points: 

1. Our heavenly Father is a prodigal Father – a lavish spender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. To know and embrace the generosity of the Father begins with 
coming to the end of our independence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God’s generosity is rooted in his radical love and forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Being a rule follower does not guarantee that one knows or 
embraces the generosity of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Because of God’s generosity he longs to give us everything we 
need. 

 

 
 


