
 

Together in Christ, Making Him Known 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

       

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

218-327-9343  

office@grefc.org 

www.grefc.org 
 

 

  

Sunday Services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

PRAYER: For specific prayer requests, please use the blue Connect Card. 

GIVING: Today’s offering box is in the foyer near the Worship Center doors if you 

wish to give. Or give online at grefc.org. 

BUILDING CAMPAIGN: Learn more at grefc.org/building-campaign. 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 
 

SENIOR PASTOR  
Ken Abramson 
218-209-0821 
ken@grefc.org 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF 
DISCIPLESHIP  
Steve Wick  
630-699-1779 
steve@grefc.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES  
Sarah Schrapp 
701-429-1074 
sarah@grefc.org 
 

ELDERS  
 

Each week one of our Elders serves 
as a contact person for our Sunday 
morning services: 
 

TODAY 
Ron Killian – 218-259-1698 
 

October 21, 2018 
Ed Grossman – 218-301-4233 
 

ELDERS 

Ron Killian – Chairman 

Tom Geisler 

Matt Grose 

Doug Hanson 

Ed Grossman 

 
 
 
 

 

 

October 14, 2018 

34384 C.R. 63, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Visit grefc.org/events for more 

information on any event or class 
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WELCOME 
 

Hello! We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free 
Church (GREFC)! Please stay and grab some free premium coffee after 
the service, chat with others, and visit our Welcome Center. 
 
We would love to send you a note to thank you for coming today. If 
you’re willing, please fill out a blue connect card and drop it by the 
Welcome Center. We sincerely hope you will come back to visit us 
again next Sunday.  

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Worship Music 
Announcements 

Message: Ken Abramson, Senior Pastor 
 

 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 

 
 

9:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Nursery (birth to 36 months)  Nursery (birth to 36 months)  
Nursery is open the entire service.  

Pathfinders 1.0   Pathfinders 2.0 
(Ages 3 to Grade 1)   (Age 3 to Grade 5) 
Pathfinders are dismissed from the service after the first set of worship songs. 
    

Our church is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If you have a need, 
please ask an usher for a receiver. 

 
 
 

Giving Update 
 

 

Last week Actual Weekly Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 
$8,471.25 $6,878.79 $231,191.93 $275,151.60 

 

  

WEEKLY PRAYER FOCUS 
 

FAMILY OF THE WEEK 
John & Bethany Grooms 

 
MISSIONS FOCUS 

Joe & Courtney Dewey - CRU 
 

     
 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK  
 

MONDAY 
“The Daniel Dilemma,” Men’s 
Bible Study: 6:30-8 pm, 
Classroom 5. 
“Steadfast Love,” Women’s 
Bible Study: 6:30-8 pm, 
Classroom 3. 
 

FRIDAY 
Office Closed. 

 
 

 
 

 

EVERY WEEK  
 

SUNDAYS 
Infuse, 5 – 7:15 pm. Open to 
all Sr. High students in grades 
9-12.  

WEDNESDAYS 

There will be no Family 
Meal, Kidz ROC, 
Immerse, or Active 
Parenting this week. 
Enjoy MEA break.  
 

 
 

Online Giving Help Desk – Today in the Foyer! 

Marilyn Isaac will be set up in the foyer today to help anyone who 

wants to get set up to give electronically. She’ll do it all for you! 



Big Objections - I Would Believe But… 
“How Can a Loving God Allow Evil?” 

October 14th, 2018l 
 

Two issues with the problem of evil and suffering: 

• Issue One: There is the intellectual problem of evil. 
 

• The emotional problem of evil. 
  
I Peter 3:15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect, ESV 

 
Main Point: Our Response to Suffering and Evil:  Our words and our lives 
are to be a testimony to the faithfulness and the goodness of God.   
 
Truths which we must remember:  

• # 1 - God is absolutely sovereign over all of nature.  
 
Romans 11:33-36 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he 
might be repaid? For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 
glory forever. Amen”.  (ESV) 

  

• # 2 - We must never assume a “comparing of sinfulness” of those 
who are victims of evil and natural disasters. 

 
 

• # 3 - Suffering and evil remind us that no place on earth is safe 
and that we will all one day die. 

 

 
II Cor. 4:16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things 
that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. ESV 

 

• # 4 – The chief purpose of life is not happiness, but on knowing 
and loving God. 
 

 
• # 5 – Suffering and evil shouts to us that mankind is in a state of 

rebellion against God and His purposes.  
 

 
Romans 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks 
to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things. 
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever! Amen. 
26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error. 
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice 
them.  ESV 

 

• # 6 – Even with a broken world, God has not left us alone in this 
fallen world, rather He entered this world.  

 
 

• # 7 – The emotional pain of suffering and evil invites us to “weep 
with those who weep”. 
 
 

Luke 6:27 But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  ESV 

 


