
 

Together in Christ, Making Him Known 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

       

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

218-327-9343  

office@grefc.org 

www.grefc.org 
 

 

  

Sunday Services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

PRAYER: For specific prayer requests, please use the blue Connect Card. 

GIVING: Today’s offering box is in the foyer near the Worship Center doors if you 

wish to give. Or give online at grefc.org. 

BUILDING CAMPAIGN: Learn more at grefc.org/building-campaign. 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 
 

SENIOR PASTOR  
Ken Abramson 
218-209-0821 
ken@grefc.org 
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF 
DISCIPLESHIP  
Steve Wick  
630-699-1779 
steve@grefc.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES  
Sarah Schrapp 
701-429-1074 
sarah@grefc.org 
 

ELDERS  
 

Each week one of our Elders serves 
as a contact person for our Sunday 
morning services: 
 

TODAY 
Ron Killian – 218-259-1698 
 

December 16, 2018 
Ed Grossman – 218-301-4233 
 

ELDERS 

Ron Killian – Chairman 

Tom Geisler 

Matt Grose 

Doug Hanson 

Ed Grossman 

 
 
 
 

 

 

December 9, 2018 

34384 C.R. 63, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Visit grefc.org/events for more 

information on any event or class 

http://www.grefc.org/
file://///GREFCWS001/Users/Public/GREFC/Sunday%20Mornings/Bulletins/2018/grefc.org/building-campaign
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WELCOME 
 

Hello! We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free 
Church (GREFC)! Please stay and grab some free premium coffee after 
the service, chat with others, and visit our Welcome Center. 
 
We would love to connect with you. If you’re willing, please fill out a 
blue connect card and drop it off at the Welcome Center. We 
sincerely hope you will come back to visit us again next Sunday. 

  

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Worship Music 
Announcements 

Message, Pastor Ken Abramson 
Communion 

 

 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 

 

9:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Nursery (birth to 36 months)  Nursery (birth to 36 months)  
Nursery is open the entire service.  

Pathfinders 1.0   Pathfinders 2.0 
(Ages 3 to Grade 1)   (Age 3 to Grade 5) 
Pathfinders are dismissed from the service after the first set of worship songs. 
   BRICK Bible Instruction Class 
   (Grades 6 & 7) 
   Meets in the Old Youth Room  
 

Our church is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If you have a need, 
please ask an usher for a receiver. 
 

Giving Update 
 

 

Last Week Actual Weekly Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 
$10,240.50 $6,878.79 $302,255.21 $330,181.92 

 

  

THIS WEEK  
 

MONDAY 
“Steadfast Love,” Women’s 
Bible Study: 6:30-8 pm, 
Classroom 3. 
“The Daniel Dilemma”, Men’s 
Bible Study: 6:30-8 pm, 
Classroom 4. 

 
TUESDAY 

Student Ministries Equip 
Meeting: 6-7:30 pm, New Youth 
Room. 
Women’s Ministry Meeting: 7-
8:30 pm, Old Youth Room. 
 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER FOCUS 
 

FAMILY OF THE WEEK 
Chris & Linda Hamilton 

 
MISSIONS FOCUS 

Daniel Ne – World Servants 
Dominican Republic 

   
  
 

 
 

 

EVERY WEEK  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
Family Meal: 5-6 pm. 
French Toast/Ham/Applesauce 
Donation: $2 for ages 8+, $1 for 
ages 7 and under. Please sign 
up! 
 
Kidz ROC: 6-7:15 pm. Open to 
kids ages 3 through grade 5. 
 
Immerse: 6-7:45 pm. Old Youth 
Room. Open to students in 
grades 6-8. 
 
Infuse: 6-7:45 pm. New Youth 
Room. Open to students in 
grades 9-12. 
 
“Liking Jesus,” Adult Study:  
6-7:15 pm. Classroom 4. 

 
 

 



Old vs. New 
“An Old Story – A New Hope”  

Dec. 9th, 2018 

 

Matt. 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her 
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. ESV 

 
 

Applications from an Old Story: 
1. Respond by looking to Christ and choose to walk by faith and 

not by sight. 
 

 
 

2. Looking at the “Face of Hope” begins the journey of hope for 
the future. 

 

 
 

1 Peter 1:3-5 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 
(future) who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”  

 

 
3. Looking toward the “Face of Hope” reminds us that we are 

not alone but are loved and have purpose in the present. 
 
 

 

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  ESV 

 
 

4. Looking at the face of Hope assures us that we have hope 
for the past.  It reminds us that our failures are not greater 
than God’s power to transform. 

 

 
 
 

PS 51 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against 
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight...10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and 
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 
 

 



Join us for breakfast before the Dedication 
Service next week. Student Ministries will be 
serving egg bakes, pancakes, coffee and juice. 
Free will donations will be taken to help 
students go to District Blitz. The Dedication 
Service will then begin at 10:30 am. 

There will be an informational meeting today 
in the NEW youth room after the second 
service for anyone interested in going on the 
upcoming short-term mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic in March. Attending does 
not obligate you to go on the trip.

Ladies, mark your calendars for February 8-9 
and spread the word that GREFC will be 
hosting a simulcast of the IF:Gathering. 
Registration is now open at 
https://grefc.iflocal.com. Cost: $20.

Each Christmas we bless families in need with
 a food basket. We will be collecting non-
perishable food through Dec. 16. If you know 
of a family in need, please inform the church 
office.

Join us for breakfast before the Dedication 
Service next week. Student Ministries will be 
serving egg bakes, pancakes, coffee and juice. 
Free will donations will be taken to help 
students go to District Blitz. The Dedication 
Service will then begin at 10:30 am. 

Visit the beautiful Dominican Republic and 
help families in need. We are building our 
team and we want YOU to join us. If 
interested in going, sign up at the Welcome 
Center.

Ladies, mark your calendars for February 8-9 
and spread the word that GREFC will be 
hosting a simulcast of the IF:Gathering. 
Registration is now open at 
https://grefc.iflocal.com. Cost: $20.

Each Christmas we bless families in need with
 a food basket. We will be collecting non-
perishable food through Dec. 16. If you know 
of a family in need, please inform the church 
office.



Christmas Schedules
for Kids & 

Students
Dec. 12: 

Last Kidz Roc & Family Meal
Student Christmas Parties

Dec. 19: 
Student Christmas Hangout

Jan 2: 
Student New Years Hangout

Dec. 16, 23, & 30: 
No Pathfinders or BRICK Classes
Nursery available up to 36 mos.

Jan 6: 
Pathfinders & BRICK resume

Jan 9: 
Full Wed. Night events resume

Christmas Photo Ops
We want to make Christmas special for 
everyone, especially our guests. If you are 
planning to bake Christmas cookies, would 
you consider baking an extra batch and bring 
them to church? We want to serve special 
treats all through December with our coffee. 
Make sure you mark them "Sunday 
Mornings" and leave them in the kitchen.

Bake Extra Cookies

Students in grades 6-12 have some fun 
opportunities coming up this December. On 
Dec. 12 students will be challenged to shop 
for the Christmas Baskets and will have a 
White Elephant party afterwards. On the 19th, 
come to church to play in the snow, play some 
games and watch Christmas movies.
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Grab your phone after the service and head to 
the Selfie Station located in the old church 
office area. We'll have a decorated photo area 
and someone to take your Christmas photo on 
your own device. Use the photos however you 
wish (and maybe invite people to our 
Christmas services by sharing on social 
media).
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your own device. Use the photos however you 
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