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13 Questions: 
1. What is your definition of God? 
2. What is your awareness of “spiritual baggage” and how it 

intersects with your life in Christ? 
3. What is your working definition of sin? 

 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

1 John 1:8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 
James 1:15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 
fully grown brings forth death. 

 
Why do we need a clear working definition of sin? 

• The Answer - Sin becomes the ultimate barrier that blocks 
our love for God and love for others.  

 

Heb. 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 

 

Four Levels of Sin: 
• Level one (Ground level): Sin is breaking a moral law.   

 
 
 

• Level two: Sin goes beyond moral actions, it includes our 
deep dark thoughts. 

 

Matthew 5:28 “But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 
intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

 
 

• Level Three:  We can claim the right to be our own god and 
now decide was is good, what is justified and we decide what 
is now sinful and what isn’t. 

 

Gen. 3:4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."  

 
 
 
 

• Level Four: Sin that comes from a heart of pride and 
consuming self-love. 

 

Isa. 14:12"How you are fallen from heaven,  O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are 
cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!  13You said in your heart, 'I 
will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit 
on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 

 
 
 
Results of having a level four sin: 

a. We excuse away selfishness as a trivial sin because we didn’t 
do the big moral sins. 
 

b. We rarely have an accurate view of the degree of our 
selfishness. 

 
c. Our selfishness and pride breed excuses about our real 

spiritual condition. 
 

d. People try to run toward Jesus without dealing with level 3 
and 4 sins. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A15&version=ESV

