
December 14, 2025

Advent Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10; Luke 2:15-20

Think about it:

A Joyful Exposure (9:1-9)

A Joyful Confession (9:10-19)

A Joyful Transformation (Acts 9:20-22)

Memory Verses - Acts 9:17-18 ESV So Ananias departed and
entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from
his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized.

How would you describe your salvation
and “conversion” experience? Was it
instantaneous or over a long period of
time? How did joy mark the experience?

Read Acts 9:1-9, Gal 1:11-17, & 1 Tim
1:12-17. How does Paul describe the
exposure of his sins as a good thing?
How does the presence of Jesus make
us face the darkest parts of our past?

Read Acts 9:10-19, 22:12-16, & Romans
5:1-5. Why was Paul’s suffering here a
good thing? What about Ananias’ trial?
How was God at work through all this?
And how did it lead to Paul’s confession?

Read Acts 9:20-22. Between his baptism
and mission, what happened? How was
Paul prepared for his task? And when
Paul starting preaching about Jesus,
how did people react? How did Paul
display “proof” that Jesus is the Christ?
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Scriptures: Acts 9:1-22

STUDY QUESTIONS

CONVOS AT HOME
Each of you share your story as to how
you came to believe in Jesus as your Lord
and Savior. Are there common elements?
Read Acts 9:1-19, 22:12-16. How was Paul
convinced that Jesus is Lord and Savior?
How does Paul’s story relate with yours?
Talk about your salvation stories and
how they give you joy. Pray and ask
God how each of you can share your
story with someone this Christmas!

Message: Joy: The Gift of Salvation



Last Week Actual    Weekly Budget
$14,964.08 $9,707.54

$449,146.61 $475,669.46
YTD Actual                YTD Budget

Download the Tithe.ly Giving App!

Sunday:
Sunday:
Sunday:
Sunday:
Monday:
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Pathfinders// Age 3-Grade 5/ 9:00 & 10:30 am/ Kid Zone
BRICK Bible Foundations// Grades 6 & 7/ 9:00 am/ Youth Room
Adult Education - Deep Discipleship/ Grade 6+/ 10:30 am/ Pine Room
Sr. High Youth Group// Grades 9-12/ 6:30-8:00 pm/ Youth Room-Nissen’s
Men’s Bible Study Fellowship// Adults/ 6:45-8:15 pm/ Our Redeemer Church
MidWeek Meal// All Ages/ 5:00-5:45 pm/ Community Room
Kid Groups// Age 3-Grade 5/ 5:45-7:15 pm/ Kid Zone
Jr. High Youth Group// Grades 6-8/ 5:45-7:15 pm/ Youth Room
Adult Education - The Gospel Project// Grade 8+/ Room 106
Women’s Bible Study Fellowship// 4:00 & 6:00 pm/ Rooms 102/104/106

Giving

TODAY
Christmas Photo Station// After Each Service/ Community Room
Dominican Republic Information Meeting// 12:00 pm/ Room 106
Sr. High Christmas Party// 6:30-8:30 pm/ Crossroads Youth Center

TUESDAY
Executive Board Meeting// 5:00 pm/ Pine Room

WEDNESDAY
Kid Groups Christmas Party// 5:45-7:15 pm/ Worship Center
Jr. High Christmas Party// 5:45-7:15 pm/ Youth Room

THURSDAY
Stepping Stones Preschool Christmas Program// 10:30 -11:30 am/ Community Room
Women’s Morning Advent Bible Study// 9:00-11:00 am/ Emily Lindner’s Home
Men’s Disciple Maker Handbook Study// 5:30-6:30 pm/ Pine Room 

Announcements & Prayer - Zac Preble
Advent Candle Lighting - The Bordner/Haman Families
Worship Music 
Message - Lead Pastor Micah Labovitch
Worship Music
Benediction

Attendance
9:00 am: 243 10:30 am:  82
Online: NA Total:  325

Bring friends and family for the
Christmas Eve Candlelight services at
3:30 and 5:00 pm. We’ll have Take-
and-Keep activity bags for the kids
and a children’s message. Nursery will
be available at the 3:30 pm service.

Pray With Us For…

LAST WEEK @ GREFC

COMING SOON!
We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free Church (GREFC)!
We’re so glad you’ve joined us today. If this is your first visit, please fill out a
blue Connect Card, check out our Welcome Center, and grab a few brochures
to learn more about us. We sincerely hope you will come back to visit us again
next Sunday. Relax and enjoy the service.

Building a community that loves everyone deeply;
Developing personal relationships that lead others closer to Jesus and;
Equipping each generation to follow Jesus and become disciplemakers.

Check-in stations are located in the Foyer, the Nursery, and at the KidZone Check-In Desk.
You may check in all your kids at any of the stations. We offer a private space in the nursery
for nursing/pumping moms. Pathfinders kids attend worship singing with family then are
dismissed to class. BRICK Class and Adult Education start when kids are dismissed.

NEW HERE? WELCOME!

OUR VISION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

ORDER OF SERVICE

THIS WEEK

We strive to be...

STAFF &
LEADERSHIP
Lead Pastor

Director of Kid's Ministries
Ashley Lindner, ashley@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 102

Board of Elders

Together, living with purpose, by:

Please check in your kids BEFORE the service starts.

Chris Brown
Larry Curtiss
Jeff Gemmill
Paul Huttner

Associate Pastor
Dex Cogburn, dex@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 107

For more details on any event, visit grefc.org/events/   
Register for events at the Welcome Center or at grefc.org/register/

Micah Labovitch, micah@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 103

Cal Kangas
Barry Pederson
Zac Preble

Executive Board
Cal Kangas - Church Chairman
Nancy Grossman - Secretary
Kara Lundin - Treasurer
Lisa Mrnak - Financial Secretary
Scott Schwake - Facilities Coordinator

Family: Ben & Lisa Nissen
Missions: Psalm 99.5 Christian Radio -
Michelle Eastly
Ministry: Mike Hake- Kids Ministry,
Welcome Team, Safety Team

For kids not attending Pathfinders, activities and coloring pages are available in the
Foyer near the coat closet. EACH WEEK

We are re-launching our Young Adult
Ministry with a new 12-week video
Bible study on Sunday mornings
during the second service. Study
books are $20 and scholarship money
is available to help.

9:00 AM  

10:30 AM 

Pathfinders & BRICK Bible Foundations

Pathfinders & Adult Education

Nursery (0-48 mo.) .......   Room 108
PreK (age 3-4) ...............   Room 101
Kinder-Grade 1 ............   Room 104

Grades 2-3 .................   Room 102
Grades 4-5 .................   Room 106
BRICK (Grades 6-7) ...   Youth Room

Nursery (0-48 mo.) ......    Room 108 Grades 3-5 ................    Room 102

PreK (age 3-4) & Kinder   Room 101
Grades 1-2 ...................    Room 104

Adult Education ......    Pine Room


