
December 21, 2025

Advent Reading:  Isaiah 54:5-8; John 1:9-14

Think about it:

A Protective Love (9:23-25)

A Courageous Love (9:26-30)

An Encompassing Love (9:31)

Memory Verses - Acts 9:31 ESV So the church throughout
all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

What is one of the greatest acts of love
you have ever received from someone
else (besides Jesus)? Why did the person
choose to love you in that way? How did
it affect or change your life perspective?

Read Acts 9:23-25, 2 Cor 11:30-33. What
opposition did Paul face in Damascus?
How did the Church express their love
for Paul and their devotion to God’s call?

Read Acts 9:26-27. Have you ever felt
afraid or unsure of someone’s claimed
belief? See Rom 14:4. How does the
Lord guide us to respond to the faith
claims of others? What evidence did
Barnabas appeal to for his faith in Paul?

Read Acts 9:28-30. Tell about a time you
had to share Jesus with people from
your “pre-Christian” life. How did find
support from your new Christian family?

Read 9:31 What defines Christianity  in
this text. And how can we each become
more like this? What about as a church?

office@grefc.org   218-327-9343

MESSAGE NOTES
Sermon Series: Acts - The Living Witness of Jesus #15

grefc.org

34384 County Road 63, Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Online Giving Events Newsletter

Scriptures: Acts 9:23-31

STUDY QUESTIONS

CONVOS AT HOME
What are some ways that believers have
shown you love? Share some ways that
we can show the love of God to others.
Read Acts 9:23-31. What are some ways
that people loved Paul here? How was
the Church impacted & how did it grow? 
Ask God how you could show another
believer His love this week and do it!

Message: Love: The Gift of The Church



Last Week Actual    Weekly Budget
$11,326.26 $9,707.54

$460,472.87 $485,377.00
YTD Actual                YTD Budget

Download the Tithe.ly Giving App!

Giving

TODAY
Dominican Republic Information Meeting// 12:00 pm/ Room 106

WEDNESDAY
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services// 3:30 and 5:00 pm/ Worship Center

THURSDAY
Church Office Closed - Merry Christmas!

Announcements & Prayer - Jeff Gemmill
Advent Candle Lighting - Tim & Nancy Hasbargen
Worship Music 
Kids Message - Ashley Lindner
Message - Lead Pastor Micah Labovitch
Communion
Worship Music
Benediction

Attendance
9:00 am: 211 10:30 am:  92
Online: 27 Total:  330

Parents, join us for this practical study
where we learn to incorporate
spiritual habits into our daily routines
to draw our entire families closer to
God. Register now for this one-hour
Monday evening class starting Jan. 12!

Pray With Us For…

LAST WEEK @ GREFC

COMING SOON!
We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free Church (GREFC)!
We’re so glad you’ve joined us today. If this is your first visit, please fill out a
blue Connect Card, check out our Welcome Center, and grab a few brochures
to learn more about us. We sincerely hope you will come back to visit us again
next Sunday. Relax and enjoy the service.

Building a community that loves everyone deeply;
Developing personal relationships that lead others closer to Jesus and;
Equipping each generation to follow Jesus and become disciplemakers.

Check-in stations are located in the Foyer and the Nursery. You may check in all your kids at
any of the stations. We offer a private space in the nursery for nursing/pumping moms.

NEW HERE? WELCOME!

OUR VISION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

ORDER OF SERVICE

THIS WEEK

We strive to be...

STAFF &
LEADERSHIP
Lead Pastor

Director of Kid's Ministries
Ashley Lindner, ashley@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 102

Board of Elders

Together, living with purpose, by:

Please check in your kids BEFORE the service starts.

Chris Brown
Larry Curtiss
Jeff Gemmill
Paul Huttner

Associate Pastor
Dex Cogburn, dex@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 107

For more details on any event, visit grefc.org/events/   
Register for events at the Welcome Center or at grefc.org/register/

Micah Labovitch, micah@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 103

Cal Kangas
Barry Pederson
Zac Preble

Executive Board
Cal Kangas - Church Chairman
Nancy Grossman - Secretary
Kara Lundin - Treasurer
Lisa Mrnak - Financial Secretary
Scott Schwake - Facilities Coordinator

Family: Ethan Nissen
Missions: World Team Cambodia - 
Tom & Cheri Howard
Ministry: Anna Haman - Worship Team

For kids not attending Pathfinders, activities and coloring pages are available in the
Foyer near the coat closet.

Join us as we go through the 2026
budget. Ask questions and gain clarity
on decisions made before you cast
your vote at the Annual Meeting.
Come on Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 6:30 pm,
in-person or online.

9:00 AM  

10:30 AM 

Pathfinders & BRICK Bible Foundations

Pathfinders & Adult Education

Nursery (0-48 mo.) .......   Room 108
Pathfinders and BRICK are off for Christmas break.

Regular programming will resume on Jan. 4.

Nursery (0-48 mo.) ......    Room 108

Pathfinders and Adult Education are off for Christmas break.
Regular programming will resume on Jan. 4.


