STUDY QUESTIONS

When did you first receive the Gospel
of Jesus Christ? Describe how Jesus
gave you hope in that season. How
does Jesus continue to give you hope?

Read Acts 8:1-8. How does the Gospel
continue to give hope, even in trials?
How did the Samaritans respond to the
Gospel? What does this teach us?

Read 8:9-17. What was impressive
about Simon’s apparent conversion?
What seemed to be missing? Why?

Read 8:18-20. What is shocking about
Simon'’s request? Discuss how we all
could use God's gifts for personal gain?

Read 8:21-25. What do Peter’s words
expose about Simon'’s heart and how
does he respond? How might it be a

lesson for us? And how does hope in
the Gospel spread further after this ?

CONVOS AT HOME

How does the meaning of Christmas
give hope to people? What about you?

How is Christmas linked to the Gospel?
Read Acts 8:1-8. What is the setting
here? How does the Gospel spread and
bring hope to the Samaritan peoples?

Who can you bring the hope of Jesus
to this Christmas like Philip did? Pray
how to do this together as a family!
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MESSAGE NOTES

Sermon Series: Acts - The Living Witness of Jesus #12
Message: Hope: The Gift of Repentance
Scriptures: Acts 8:4-25

Advent Reading: Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7; Luke 1:30-33
Think about it:

Hope in the Message (Acts 8:1-8)

Hope in the Humbling (Acts 8:9-17)

Hope in the Gift (Acts 8:18-25)

Memory Verses - Acts 8:20-23 (ESV) But Peter said to him, “May
your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain
the gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in this

matter, for your heart is not right before God. Repent, therefore, of

this wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the
intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For | see that you are in
the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.”

FROM GOD

Acts 8-9
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Join Us Sundays!

Services at
9:00 am & 10:30 am

Online at 9:00 am on YouTube p
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NEW HERE? WELCOME!

We warmly welcome you to Grand Rapids Evangelical Free Church (GREFC)!
We're so glad you've joined us today. If this is your first visit, please fill out a
blue Connect Card, check out our Welcome Center, and grab a few brochures
to learn more about us. We sincerely hope you will come back to visit us again
next Sunday. Relax and enjoy the service.

OUR VISION

We strive to be...

Together, living with purpose, by:
e Building a community that loves everyone deeply;
* Developing personal relationships that lead others closer to Jesus and;
e Equipping each generation to follow Jesus and become disciplemakers.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please check in your kids BEFORE the service starts.

Check-in stations are located in the Foyer, the Nursery, and at the KidZone Check-In Desk.
You may check in all your kids at any of the stations. We offer a private space in the nursery
for nursing/pumping moms. Pathfinders kids attend worship singing with family then are
dismissed to class. BRICK Class and Adult Education start when kids are dismissed.

9:00 AM Pathfinders & BRICK Bible Foundations

Nursery (0-48 mo.) ....... Room 108

There are no Pathfinders or BRICK classes today.
Regular programming will return on Dec. 7.

Pathfinders & Adult Education

10:30 AM

For kids not attending Pathfinders, activities and coloring pages are available in the
Foyer near the coat closet.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Announcements & Prayer - Elder Chris Brown
Worship Music

Advent Candle Lighting - Pastor Dex & Asher Cogburn
Message - Lead Pastor Micah Labovitch

Worship Music

Benediction

COMING SOON!

Sunday, Dec. 7
1:00-5:00 pm

Parents, how does an afternoon
without the kids sound so that you
can get things done? Kids Ministry is
offering free childcare on Dec. 7"
from 1:00-5:00 pm. Registration is
required.

Christmas Parties @%g

SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP @
Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:30-8:30 pm
Crossroads Youth Center

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 5:45-7:15 pm
Youth Room

KID GROUPS
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 5:45-7:15 pm
Worship Center,

P LT

Each year our Kids and Student
Ministries celebrate their last group
time of the year with a Christmas
party. Take note of dates, times, and
locations. For more details on each
party, please visit the Events
Calendar at grefc.org.

For more details on any event, visit grefc.org/events/
Register for events at the Welcome Center or at grefc.org/register/

THIS WEEK

TODAY

Blessing Baskets Food Drive// After Each Service/ Foyer

TUESDAY

Better Together// 10:00 am-12:00 pm/ Community Room
Elder Board Meeting// 6:00 pm/ Pine Room

THURSDAY

Women's Morning Advent Bible Study// 9:00-11:00 am/ Emily Lindner's Home
Men'’s Disciple Maker Handbook Study// 5:30-6:30 pm/ Pine Room

SATURDAY

Jr. High Nerf War// 6:00-8:00 pm/ Worship Center

EACH WEEK

Sunday:
Sunday:
Sunday:
Sunday:
Monday:

Pathfinders// Age 3-Grade 5/ 9:00 & 10:30 am/ Kid Zone

BRICK Bible Foundations// Grades 6 & 7/ 9:00 am/ Youth Room

Adult Education - Deep Discipleship/ Grade 6+/ 10:30 am/ Pine Room

Sr. High Youth Group// Grades 9-12/ 6:30-8:00 pm/ Youth Room-Nissen'’s
Men'’s Bible Study Fellowship// Adults/ 6:45-8:15 pm/ Our Redeemer Church

Wednesday: Midweek Meal// All Ages/ 5:00-5:45 pm/ Community Room
Wednesday: Kid Groups// Age 3-Grade 5/ 5:45-7:15 pm/ Kid Zone

Wednesday: Jr. High Youth Group// Grades 6-8/ 5:45-7:15 pm/ Youth Room
Wednesday: Adult Education - The Gospel Project// Grade 8+/ Room 106

Thursday:  Women'’s Bible Study Fellowship// 4:00 & 6:00 pm/ Rooms 102/104/106

STAFF &
LEADERSHIP

Lead Pastor
Micah Labovitch, micah@grefc.org

218-327-9343, Ext. 103
Associate Pastor

Dex Cogburn, dex@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 107

Director of Kid's Ministries
Ashley Lindner, ashley@grefc.org
218-327-9343, Ext. 102

Board of Elders

Chris Brown Cal Kangas
Larry Curtiss Barry Pederson
Jeff Gemmill Zac Preble

Paul Huttner

Executive Board

Cal Kangas - Church Chairman

Nancy Grossman - Secretary

Kara Lundin - Treasurer

Lisa Mrnak - Financial Secretary

Scott Schwake - Facilities Coordinator

Pray With Us For...

Family: Jeremiah & Sophie Nichols
Missions: Lighthouse Christian Academy
Ministry: Linda Hagen - MidWeek Meals

LAST WEEK @ GREFC

Attendance

9:00 am: 228 10:30 am: 123

Online: 21 Total: 372

Giving

Last Week Actual Weekly Budget

$6,911.87 $9,707.54

YTD Actual YTD Budget

$429,156.26 $456,254.38
Download the Tithe.ly Giving App!
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