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Matt. 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

Acts 1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began 
to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven…6 So when 
they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”  

 

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers  43 And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by 
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God 
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. 

 
Key Points: 

1. No church will be spiritually healthy or effective until they 
become purposeful. 

 
 
 
 

 
2. Churches become healthy when the people embrace the 

truth that the church is absolutely necessary for their 
spiritual lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christians and Beliefs About Church: 

 

• Category 1: The church is a nice idea and is functionally 
optional.  

 
 
 

• Category 2: The church is an important idea and will commit 
if they have the necessary margin in life. 
 
 
 

• Category 3:  The church is absolutely necessary to one’s 
spiritual health and life in Christ. 
 

 
 

 


